Genetic support groups: a continuum of genetic services.
Genetic counseling for parents of children with a genetic disorder is only the beginning of needed support services. One important member of the health team is the genetic support group. Within a genetic support organization, individuals and families discover that they are not alone and that they can be helped by others affected by similar genetic diagnoses. Ideally, a strong partnership between the support group members and interested health professionals will enable the organization to meet its goals. Networks, such as the Alliance of Genetic Support Groups, can help member organizations become a unified force without taking away their individual agendas.